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I would like to take this opportunity to address our new international

students as well. Welcome to Japan and welcome to Tohoku University.

Usually in spring, we talk about the cherry blossoms and what a nice time of
the year it is to come together. Unfortunately, this year, the spread of the
novel coronavirus around the world has forced us to change the way we
usually do things.

Because your safety is of utmost importance to us, Tohoku University has
been taking measures to try to prevent the spread of COVID-19 on our
campuses, measures that have included the cancellation of many events, such
as the Entrance Ceremony. I was really looking forward to meeting all of you
in person, but rest assured that there will be plenty of other opportunities to

connect and exchange thoughts and ideas.

Since its founding in 1907, Tohoku University has been a research-centered,
practice-oriented institution. Our research achievements are well known —
from the split-anode magnetron used in microwave ovens, to the steel-wire

recorder and Yagi-Uda antenna.

But we have also blazed trails in other ways, such as accepting Japan’s first
female university students in 1913 and, a hundred years on, developing an
international curriculum that focuses on helping students develop a more
global mindset.

Our strong academic and industry network will give you a chance to not only

gain advanced knowledge of the subjects you choose, but also to interact with
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and learn from students around the world. Our global alumni network will

give you added support and guidance from people who have been in your shoes.

I'm confident that your time with us will be intellectually stimulating and
emotionally fulfilling. You will meet people from many backgrounds and
cultures, see things from different perspectives and develop an awareness

that will make you all better people.

The catchphrase now i1s “social distancing” but distancing does not mean
isolation. It means having thoughtful interactions with one another, and
being socially responsible because as a community and as a family, we care

about each other’s health and well-being.

The next few weeks are going to be a whirlwind of new information and
experiences. Some will be easier to get used to than others. But just remember
that all of us faculty members, staff and students are here to help and support

you.

Welcome to the family. Welcome to Tohoku University.
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